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C.C.D: What does it really stand for?!
     So many people ask this question that I think it would make a good Trivia stumper -

at least for Catholics anyhow!  I have to confess I wasn’t too sure what it was myself until

I came across the story of the saint who was it’s founder while preparing a school liturgy.

His name is John Leonardi and we celebrate his feast day on October 9th.

     John was born in Italy in 1541 and grew up during a time of great confusion for the

Church.  Many of the regular folks didn’t know what to believe as books were still scarce,

few people could read and they just didn’t have religion classes to learn about their faith

like we do now.  Consequently, many left the Church to follow Martin Luther.  Now John

was just a regular guy, studying pharmacy and becoming a pharmacist’s assistant. He start-

ed to prepare for the priesthood later in life, he finished his studies and was ordained in 1572 at the age of 31.

     At this same time, one of the most important councils in Church history was taking place.  Known as the Council of Trent, it lasted from 1545 to 1563.  A key area it focused on was Catholic teaching - covering a broad array of topics - which would help to serve as a defense against the attacks of the Protestant reformers.  The Council also worked on many reforms in liturgy and religious education as well.  (Some of these lasted until the 2nd Vati- can Council in 1962).  It was the work of this Council that inspired John to found, in 1579,

the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine or C.C.D. as we know it today (THAT’S US!!!)  The C.C.D. became the Church’s official association for those in religious education.  He also wrote a book, a summary of Catholic doctrine and sought to train the laity as teachers of religion.

     So - now you know what the initials stand for and how and when our program was born. (Go ahead, stump your friends with this one!!!)  And boy is it needed!!  There seems to be

a great deal of confusion, just like in John’s day, about what we believe as Catholics. Accord-

ding to recent surveys, heaven and angels are big but almost 45% of our fellow Catholics don’t believe that Christ is present in the Eucharist as His Body and Blood.  EEEEEK!

Information about our faith is readily accessible - even on-line - but few take the time to

explore all the wonders that can be found.

     Here’s your chance to carry on St. John’s work.  By supporting the C.C.D. program for

your children and seeking to add to your own knowledge, you will be answering Jesus’ call

to “learn of me.”


Philosophy
Spiritually
1.
To provide an atmosphere wherein the child can grow in

his/her relationship with Christ and with others.

2.
To provide a Religious Education program that will instruct

the students in Catholic teachings and traditions.

Intellectually
1.
To develop a Religious Education program within each grade

level that will meet the academic, creative and personal needs

of each individual.

2.
To create an atmosphere of learning wherein the child can

develop and achieve his/her potential.

Emotionally
1.
To extend our Catholic charity to include all persons by

treating them with courtesy and kindness, and above all

to respect each child as a person.

2.
To work toward helping each child recognize his/her own

self-worth and to foster within him/her a good self-image.

HOLY GHOST RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - CCD

2007  - 2008 CALENDAR

Please keep in mind that our Religious Ed crystal ball isn’t as far-seeing as we would like it to be - so there may be changes that need to be made as we progress through the year.  If it becomes necessary

to change, delete or add anything, the CCD staff will be sure to notify those that will be affected as soon as possible.  If you have questions, don’t hesitate to call.
September
Sun
  9th
-
FIRST DAY / Grades 1-Confirmation Class

Sun
16th
-
Classes / Grades 1-Confirmation Class

      (Dismiss at 9:40 am /Catechetical Sunday for Teachers)

-
Confirmation Student & Parent/Grandparent/Guardian Meeting -

11:00 am - Social Hall

Thur
20th
-
“Pre-Investiture Get Together” for Confirmation students ONLY

6:00 - 7:30 pm in the Child Care Center

Sun
23rd
-
Classes / Grades 1-Confirmation Class

(Confirmation Investiture / 10:00 am Mass - Church)

Sun
30th
-
Classes / Grades 1-Confirmation Class

October
Sun
  7th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class
(Respect Life Sunday)

    


   (R.C.I.A. Rite of Acceptance  - 10:00 am Mass - Church)

Sun
14th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class    (Vocation Awareness Sunday)

Sun
21st
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class
(World Mission Sunday)

Sun
28th
-
Classes /   Grades K-Confirmation Class                    (End of 1st Quarter)

November
Thur
  1st
-
All Saints Day  (Holy Day of Obligation)    /    6:30 p.m. Mass - Church

    (Attendance & Sign-In)

Sun
  4th
-
SLEEP-IN SUNDAY!!
(All Souls Remembrance at all Masses)

Sun
11th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class   (Turkey Dinner - Social Hall)

Sun
18th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class

Thur
22nd
-
THANKSGIVING   -   9:00 a.m. Mass - Church

Sun
25th
-
NO CLASSES!

December
Sat
  1st
-
Parish Advent Reconciliation Service   /   10:00 a.m. - Church

Sun
  2nd
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class
(First Sunday of Advent)

Sat
  8th
-
Immaculate Conception (Holy Day)   /   9:30 a.m. - Church

Sun
  9th
-
Classes  / Grades K-Confirmation Class
(Second Sunday of Advent)

Sun
16th
-
Classes  / Grades K-Confirmation Class
(Third Sunday of Advent)


(End of 2nd Quarter)


( continued on the next page )
December   (cont’d)

Sun
23rd
-
NO CLASSES - Christmas Break   (Christmas Eve-24th/Christmas Day-25th)

Sun
30th
-
NO CLASSES - Christmas Break   (Feast of the Holy Family/New Year’s Eve)

January, 2008
Tues
  1st
-
Mary, the Mother of God  (Holy Day of Obligation)   6:30 p.m. Mass - Church

Sun
  6th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class
(Epiphany of the Lord)

Sun
13th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class

Thur
17th
-
First Communion Parents Meeting / 7:00 pm - Social Hall   (TENTATIVE)

Sun
20th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class

Sun
27th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class

February
Sun
  3rd
-
Classes  /  Grades 1-Confirmation Class  (Candidate Interviews)

(World Day for Consecrated Life / Blessing of Throats at all Masses)

Wed
  6th

Ash Wednesday /   6:30 p.m. Mass - Church   (Attendace & Sign-In)

Sat
  9th
-
Confirmation Retreat / Creighton University - (9:00 am - 2:00 pm)

Sun
10th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-7 
(1st Sunday of Lent - RCIA Rite of Election)

(World Day of the Sick - Anointing at all Masses)

Sat
16th
-
Confirmation Breakfast / 9:00 am - Child Care Center  (7th Gr. Hosts)

        Rehearsal / 10:00 am - Church  (Candidates & Sponsors)

Sun
17th
-
NO CLASSES!



(2nd Sunday of Lent)

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION / 12:30 pm - Church

Sun
24th
-
Classes /  Grades K-Confirmation Class      (3rd Sun of Lent-RCIA 1st Scrutiny)

March
Sat
  1st
-
FIRST RECONCILIATION    /    10:00 a.m. - Church

Sun
 2nd
-
Classes  /  Grades K-1, 3-Conf. Class
         (4th Sun of Lent-RCIA 2nd Scrutiny)


(End of 3rd Quarter)
Sun
  9th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Conf. Class
         (5th Sun of Lent-RCIA 3rd Scrutiny)

Sun
16th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class
(PALM SUNDAY)

Sun
23rd
-
NO CLASSES - EASTER SUNDAY

Sun
30th
-
Classes /  Grades K-Confirmation Class

April
Sun
  6th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class

Sun
13th 
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Confirmation Class

Sat
19th
-
First Communion Rehearsal   /   10:00 a.m. -  Church

Sun
20th
-
NO CLASSES

FIRST COMMUNION Mass   /   12:30 p.m.  -  Church

Sun
27th
-
Classes  /   Grades K-Confirmation Class

May
Sun
 4th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Conf. Class
(World Day of Prayer for Vocations)

Sun 
11th
-
Classes  /  Grades K-Conf. Class      (PENTECOST SUNDAY) / Mother’s Day


(End of 4th Quarter)
Sun
18th
-
LAST DAY OF CLASSES!


POLICIES
  ADMISSION   
In keeping with our philosophy that we extend Christian charity to all, any child may take part in our Religious Education program.  It is preferable that the family be registered in Holy Ghost parish, as

some activities and/or projects may take place within the context of parish life and it would be more

difficult to experience the fullness of the community when a commitment has already been made

elsewhere.  If the family is registered in a parish that does not have a CCD program or, wishes to

remain in their present parish and for reasons of their own, choose not to attend CCD there, a one

time out-of-parish fee will be charged at the discretion of the Holy Ghost CCD Director.

  REGISTRATION   
Registration forms provide key information on the student and the parents, i.e., phone numbers, addresses, which help foster better communication and so they will always be required.  A new

form will be completed each year before classes begin in the fall.  However, if your address or

phone number should change during the year, please let us know.  

  TUITION   
The fee for the first student is $50.00, the second student is $40.00 and three or more students are

$30.00 each..  A minimum deposit of $25.00 is requested to be paid at the time of registration.

Statements will be mailed October 1, 2007.  Remaining balances must be paid prior to January

1st, 2008.  If tuition is a hardship for your family, payments can be made and gifts are available,

contact the Director if you have questions.  Every student is precious to us and will be treated accordingly.

It may become necessary for an additional charge to be made when a special project/outing is

done by/with your student’s class.  You will be notified, in writing, of the amount needed, and

specific information about the project/outing will also be provided for you.

  CLASS TIME   
Classes will begin promptly at 8:45 a.m. and will be held in the Child Care Center.  We strongly

encourage parents to stay and visit;  they may also escort younger children to their classroom area, especially for the first few classes.  Please keep in mind that our class time is short and if we can

start on time, more teaching and learning can happen.

We understand that since we’re all human beings, the unforeseen can happen - the car breaks down

on the way, we oversleep (especially with the change in time in the spring and fall!), etc., etc. and

you may arrive later than 8:45.  We ask everyone to please be considerate if you do come in late -

and join your class quickly and quietly.  


( continued on the next page )
POLICIES    (continued)
Dismissal is at 9:45 a.m. unless you are notified to the contrary.  The Director and teachers will

try and monitor our students at the conclusion of classes to ensure that everyone exits safely.  If

you have special instructions about your children, (waiting for a brother or sister, etc.), please be

sure to communicate this to the teacher or the Director.  We haven’t lost one yet and we certainly

don’t intend to start!

For security reasons, all students will enter the building through the doorway facing onto the bridge

between the parking lot and the Child Care Center.  The doorway on the main floor facing onto the

lower parking lot, between the Child Care Center and school, will remain locked at all times.

  ATTENDANCE/CALLING WHEN ABSENT   
Regular attendance is critical in order for your children to grow and develop in their faith as stated

in our “Philosophy” at the beginning of this Handbook.  If your child is going to be absent due to

a planned event, such as going out of town for a wedding, please try to notify the teacher during the

class time the week before.  This will help the teacher prepare the right amount of materials, etc. for

the class he or she will have on hand the following week.    If your child is ill, please call my cell

phone (598-8657) and whoever is taking attendance that day, or I, will take your message.  If for

some reason we are unable to answer, please leave a message.  You can also call my home number,

731-3867, and leave a message.  If your child is absent and we have not heard from you, we will

either call or mail a postcard to your home as a follow-up.

   MAKE-UPS   
Because of our scheduling, the teacher will be unable to do make-ups during successive class times.

If your child or children were not able to attend class, you may arrange to find out what they missed

and either pick up any books, workpapers, sheets, notes, etc by making an appointment with the

Director, or, having the materials mailed to your home so you may do the review.  We are aware that

there are some circumstances that you and your student(s) cannot control, and we will do our very

best to accommodate everyone.

  WEATHER   
In the event that classes will have to be canceled due to severe weather, we will try to notify you as

soon as the decision has been made.  Information will be posted on the parish’s website and on Chan-

nel 6 - WOWT (channel 8 if you have Cox Cable).  However, we will also try to contact you by phone,

so please be sure we have the correct phone number to reach you!  If classes are going to be held, but

you feel that it is not safe for you to drive, that is certainly understandable and we respect your decision.

All we ask is that you call and leave a message so we will know this is the case.


( continued on the next page )
POLICIES    (continued)
  EXTENDED ABSENCES   
Our classes have been divided up into quarters this year for record-keeping and evaluation purposes.

If we find that a student has missed more than three classes within any given quarter, without any

explanation, then that student will be removed from our class list and it will be necessary for them

to re-register if they wish to return to class.

  DISCIPLINE    
Our students are expected to maintain standards of behavior consistent with our Catholic teachings

of love and respect for each other.  Since we only have a short time together to pursue our studies,

disruptions of any kind seriously hamper our ability to teach and to learn.  If a student should exhibit

any behavior that results in the class being interrupted or stopped altogether, they will receive one

verbal warning from the teacher.  If a second disruption occurs, they will be removed from the class-

room and placed in a quiet setting until they are calm again.  Parents/grandparents/guardians will

be notified in writing of the incident.  If the disruption continues, even after the student is removed,

the parents/grandparents/guardians will be called.  In any of these cases, the Director and teacher will work with the family to ensure the student can continue their studies in a healthy and positive way.

Please keep in mind that our staff is all volunteer and offering their time and talents to serve in the

unique ministry of teaching Religious Ed.   Please extend every courtesy to them so our learning

environment is always upbeat and prayerful.

  CARE OF PROPERTY   
Students are expected to respect and care for all church, school and Child Care Center property.  Our

budget is very small and any property or supplies that are damaged or destroyed is hard to replace.

It also means there are fewer resources available for a particular class and for the program as a whole.

If it is found that a student has damaged or destroyed property or supplies, his or her parents/grandpar-

ents/guardians will be notified and you may be asked to purchase replacements.

  DRESS CODE   
Appropriate dress is expected (no jammies, please! - unless of course we have a jammy day!)

T-shirts with inappropriate language should not be worn.  Baseball caps should be removed and

remain off while the student is in the building.  Anything that can be distracting, such as Game

Boys, cell phones, toys and stereo headphones should not be brought to class.  In the event that

a cell phone is needed to contact you for a ride home, it must be turned off and stored out of sight during class.  If it doesn’t contribute to an atmosphere of learning, it doesn’t need to come to class!


( continued on the next page )
POLICIES    (continued)
  HOMEWORK/NOTES   
Your children may periodically be assigned to do work at home or there may be notes sent home.

Please stress to your student(s) that it is very important that you see this information.  Each student

will have their own folder for taking papers back and forth from class to home.  We ask that you

write the date you see it on the inside front cover and initial or sign your name next to that date.

Then, the folder comes back to class the next week.  Important communications have not made it

home in the past causing confusion and upset parents, so we will use this method to make sure that

you see what needs to be seen.  It also may become necessary to notify everyone of a particular event

or change in our calendar.  If that is the case, letters will be mailed directly to you. Be sure to let us

know if there is a change in your mailing address.

Some of the homework may be designed so that parental involvement is necessary.  We hope you

will take the time so do these assignments with your student(s), thereby reinforcing the role that their family plays in their faith development.

  SACRAMENTS   
During the course of the year, students in the Second Grade will prepare for and celebrate the

Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion.  The Confirmation Candidates, as they

are called after their Investiture, will continue their preparations to receive the gift of the Holy

Spirit when they are confirmed.  Parents have a crucial role in sacrament preparation (and it’s

not solely making sure that Aunt Sue makes it to the party afterward!!).  Their help in instruction

and guidance is invaluable and should not be taken lightly.  Parents/grandparents/guardians are

expected to attend any scheduled Parents’ Meetings for these sacraments.

  LITURGY AND WORSHIP   
Last, but certainly not least, one of the focuses of our program is stressing the importance of

worship in our life as Catholics.  During the course of the year, the students will learn about

the liturgical times of the year, and participate in activities that are tied to them.  For example,

October is the month of the Rosary, so time during our classes will be set aside to learn about

this beautiful prayer and how to say it.  This will not only make the Religious Education class-

es more interesting for our students but give them hands-on experience of what it means to pray

and worship as followers of Jesus Christ in the Roman Catholic tradition.

  QUESTIONS/CONCERNS   
The C.C.D. program is not a dictatorship!  The Director and staff are available on Sundays,

or by phone, and would be happy to discuss any cares, concerns and questions you might

have.  If you feel that your child is not receiving what they need, please don’t hesitate to call

or let us know.  We are all His children in God’s eyes and we will teach and care for each other

with this is mind!
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