Holy Ghost Parish Council

Meeting Minutes

March 5, 2008

Council Members Present:  Fr. Greg Benkowski, Rich Graham, Katie Heinen, Kathy McCandless, John Krayneski, Mike Philbrick, Diane Quavier, Scott Riha, Ann Thompson, Travis Washington, Tony Widhalm, and John Cunningham.

Others Present:  Jeff Farber, June Jamboree Chairman, Brent Catlett, School Principal and Roger Scheiding, Finance Committee

Opening Prayer by Rich Graham, President

HARLEY RAFFLE UPDATE:  Reported by Rich Graham.

- Upcoming Events:

March 6-9
Boat, Sports & Travel Show 

March 28-30
World of Wheels @ Qwest Center

- Frank Stoysich Meats, along with all ticket sponsors, have been stocked with tickets and posters.  Council Members are asked to think about possible ticket sponsors.  Ticket sponsors are responsible for the money collected from ticket sales.  Austin Martinez has volunteered to collect money from the Lincoln, NE ticket sponsors. 

- There is a new banner for display and for the trailer.

- Volunteers are needed to check out raffle tickets after Masses (probably a week or 2 after Easter) - 2 tickets to Parishioners to sell, or buy.  Parishioners will be asked to turn the money from the ticket sales to the Parish Office in a marked envelope.  Raffle tickets are also available for sale at the school office.  

- Only 1,700+ tickets were sold last year of the 2500 available to sell.  

JUNE JAMBOREE:  Jeff Farber gave a short overview of some of the steps involved with the June Jamboree.  First, contacts are made with the Vendors right after the first of the year.  Jeff will type up a time frame for when and who works on each category of the festival (this sometimes changes year to year).  

Crucial – Travis completed an inventory of the prizes located in the garage for each booth. 

It appears that the smaller prizes for the 20+ kids booths are adequate, however, the higher end prizes are needed, especially for the Home Booth and the Sports Booth.  Prizes are also still needed for the Bottle Booth.  Flyers will be placed in upcoming bulletins.  

- Travis took over the staffing of the booths last year.  Would like to find volunteers to manage a booth and to make sure that their assigned booth is staffed for the entire day.

- Rich hopes that Parish Council Members are visible at the festival.  T-shirts may be purchased for staff working at the festival.

- The $1.00 Raffle Tickets will be placed at the back of Church for Parishioners to pick up their allotted tickets and, if not picked up, they will be mailed.  There is a need to better market the $1.00 Raffle.  The School has contests every year with the kids selling raffle tickets.

- Considering “Water Wars” as an attraction for the kids.  The Vendor would like a 60-40 split and 10’x30’ area is needed.  This could be placed in the driveway area near the playground.

PARISH DIRECTORY:  Kathy and Katie are working on designing the pages for the Directory.  A meeting is scheduled with Jim Christensen, our Representative from Busson Portraits, on Monday, March 10th.  

FINANCE:  Reported by Roger Sheiding.

- As of January 31, 2008 we are $2,319 in the red (negative) but close to budget.  Income is 99.9% of budget and expenses are 100.3% of budget.

- Daycare continues to do very well.  Insurance premiums have increased.

- Tuition will increase next year ($120 for 1 student; $240 for families with 2 students; $360 for families with 3 or more students).  A letter will go out to the parents explaining the increase, which is necessary due to increases in expenses, including teacher pay increases, staff pay increases, etc.

- A salary grid is in place for teacher salaries to be paid equitably.  New teachers to Holy Ghost are given 75% credit for their teaching experience prior to Holy Ghost.  Annually, teachers automatically advance to the next step increase.  Last fiscal year the entry level teaching salary was not changed.  Teachers only received their step increase for longevity.  Tuition only pays 35%-40% of the total costs to educate our students.  There are many fixed costs associated with running the school.

- Parish Council Members expressed concerns and would like to let our Teachers know that we would like to find a way to help them out – bonuses, etc.

ALUMNI:  Reported by Ann Thompson who is working on a Newsletter and Notices to Alumni emphasizing the Harley Raffle.

- It was suggested that perhaps the Alumni could be advised of the necessity to generate more revenue for Teacher’s salaries, etc.

- Rich mentioned that we should have an Alumni Booth at the June Jamboree to collect names and pertinent information of School and Parish Alumni.  

SCHOOL NEWS:  Brent is moving on and will be greatly missed by all.  See School Update provided.  Parish Council Minutes will be e-mailed to Brent and put on the School Website. 

IT:  By Tony Widhalm - The School Website is up.  Need to link the school website to the Harley Raffle Website.

NEW NEWS:  By Scott Riha - Men’s Club Golf Classic is scheduled for May 3rd.  Last year there were 32 foursomes – we can have up to 36 foursomes.  $5,000 was raised last year.  Looking for Hole Sponsors @ $150 – sign will be made and posted at a Hole.

NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, April 2, 2008.

Meeting was closed with a Prayer by Rich Graham.

